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Duryodhana replied that he was tired and would fight
the next day, adding at the same time that he, alone as
he was, had now no desire to rule the earth and would
resign it to him. "Fool," cfied Yudhishthira, "you
were not ready to give even a needle-point of earth;
how do you now resign the whole earth ? We do not
wish to take a gift from you, but will conquer It from
you. Come, get out, and fighting with us either con-
quer us or die."
Goaded by reproaches Duryodhana came out and, single
as he was, offered to fight a duel with any single person.
Yudhishthira was elated with success and said, "Well,
fight with any one of us and with any weapon and rule
the earth if you conquer/* The witless king had again
begun to gamble and Krishna cried : " What have you
said, Oh Yudhishthira. Do you mean to stake the whole
gain of 18 days' fight on the result of a duel, or is it that
Pandu's children are fated to live for ever in the forest?"
Duryodhana, however, elected to fight with JBhima, his
equal in mace-fight, and Bhima assured Krishna that he
would conquer his adversary. The combatants, mace
in hand, now prepared themselves to fight, and princes
and people sat in a circle to look on. As the fight was
about to begin, Balarama arrived and was hailed by both
the combatants as he was their master in that art. On
the combatants went, taking rounds and rounds and
striking at each other with their maces, making a terrible
sound of thud. Duryodhana was the lighter and the
more agile of the two and often avoided the heavy blows
dealt at him by Bhima. It even appeared as if the
stronger of the two might fail, and Arjuna inquired